Big Picture Slide Notes
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SIMPLE LESSON/ that serves as sort of a “Reader’s Digest”

Version of the Bible story!

The Bible is one of the most popular and yet misunderstood books

in the world. It is possible to know a lot about the Bible without

really understanding the Bible.

God could have written the Bible so that only Greek scholars or

PhD theologians could have understood it. He could have written

so that only rocket scientists could understand it.

Instead it was written so that it could only be understood by

someone with the heart of a little child.

We are going to get in a helicopter and take a 20,000 foot view of

the Bible. It is so easy in Bible study to see the “Trees” and miss

the “forest.” This lesson is taking an aerial view and checking out

the forest! Many folks have a hard time understanding because

they don’t look at things in context and see who it all fits together.

This “Big Picture Presentation” gives you frame work to understand

all the Bible!
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How could men have written this book? It would be impossible. There are

many evidences we could look at in considering the case for a Creator:

scientific, archeological, historical, etc. The internal evidence of this book is one

of the most powerful evidences that this book was written by God.
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The gospel stands between man and salvation

The gospel is the power of God – not a fuzzy feeling, not money, or

wealth or fame – but the gospel

<Here we learn additional information about the gospel>
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It is objective truth . It is the truth that sets us free! (Jn 8:32).

We don’t go out and convert folks like Islam at the point of a sword,

we simply share this powerful message that folks can either receive

or reject. How one responds to the gospel is a critical turning point

in each person’s life.

And interestingly, it must not just be believed, but obeyed!

<That is what 2 Thess 1:7-9 makes clear…>
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God will absolutely condemn anyone who rejects the gospel

The gospel is critically important

<TR> It gets even scarier
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Non–ecumenical. Promise keepers: It doesn’t matter what you

believe as long as you believe in Jesus. Noooooo.
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So, There is only one gospel and we have to get it right.

How can we be sure that we get this right, for we must get this

right!

<The NT gives us a pointer or direction of where to begin to

understand the theme of the Bible
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There’s gold in them thar hills.

The OT is supposed to teach us something. Something very

important.

What we learn from the OT is to “bring us to Christ” so that “we

may be justified by faith”

<TR> There are some fundamental things we need to look at

and learn from the history of the OT
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God purposed that He would have spirit beings that worshipped

Him in heaven for eternity before He created man. He put us as

spirits Inside these physical containers. Spirit Inside. We are here

for this short life to show God that we choose to serve and love

Him. That is our purpose and that is God’s purpose in creating us.

Heaven is not prepared for just nice people, but people that have

proven themselves to love God with all their heart, soul, and mind.

Before God created man he had a plan for man’s redemption.

Why?

If God created man with a free will (the ability to choose to either

sin or not sin) doesn’t it make sense that he would make provision

in case man sinned? Free will demands it.

That is why He had a plan of redemption planned before He ever

created man.

<TR> Another thing we need to look at is our concept of God.
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God’s holiness governs His attributes.

<Job 34 tells us more about His holiness>
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1 So we do see a God of Justice – He will always be faithful and do

what He says He will do.

2 But we also see a God that dearly loves His creation even to the

point that – as we will see – He even wants to make provision to

help man out of predicaments caused by His justice

<TR> The holiness of God not only sets Him apart but creates

a demand and expectation on His relationship with man….
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When man can exhibit the characteristic of holiness God has a

union and relationship with man that is called spiritual fellowship.

We are really spirit beings that inhabit these earthly physical

bodies. The earthly bodies are temporary and mortal. Our spirit

bodies will soon leave these bodies and inhabit the true reality that

God has prepared for eternity. This world is the Matrix.

This is why we try to get our kids to be holy.

<TR> This relationship is only possible if man can be found in

a state of holiness because this is the only realm of existence

with God…but alas this is the problem of man
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So, God expects as much as possible, that we be Holy, as He is

holy! God wants a spiritual relationship with us. He is a Holy

Spirit and in order for that to occur we must have spirits that been

cleansed from sin… somehow . . So we can be holy as well.

This is the idea of SANCTIFICATION – to make holy or set apart

before God. Usually connected with having our sins cleansed. We

cannot be presentable to God if we have sin present in our lives.

<TR> God expects man, that is made in His image, to be Holy

as He is holy. It is possible! That fact is part of the good

news! But it is not easy….
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God is of such purity and sin is such a revulsion that he cannot look

upon sin. (Charged filings when confronted with a magnet).

<TR> It is even worse

SLIDE 18

God is of such purity and sin is such a revulsion that he cannot look

upon sin. (Charged filings when confronted with a magnet).

<TR> It is even worse

SLIDE 19

That’s why when sin (any sin) separates us from God is described in most

drastic terms.

Spiritual Death – (not 5 minutes in the naughty corner for you Supernanny

fans)

Our culture continues to diminish sin, while God demands holiness

<TR> This is what Romans 6:23 tells us about the wages of sin…
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Notice how the terms SIN and DEATH are related

<TR>But here is where the problem gets serious…
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– these can be called the consequences or penalty for sin

<TR>When we have suffered the consequences of sin have we

done anything that takes care of sin (removes or covers sin)?
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The principle so many overlook is that the price for sin is personal –

no thing or no one else is responsible for the price for my sin – it is

on my head – it is on your head – it is on the head of everyone who

sins

Being good will not take care of this problem.

<TR> So man is in a miserable situation. He has a price on his

head that he cannot pay. Is there any hope? What is the

remedy?
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If we only experienced the JUSTICE of God it would be a short

story for all of us.

But the other side of His holiness is His LOVE as demonstrated in

His grace and mercy.
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This is where we see that God’s loving-kindness comes in to help

man out from the penalty demanded by His justice.

All that blood in the OT is the mechanism that God uses to

demonstrate His mercy

This is why the Bible is a book that drips blood. This is what animal

sacrifice was all about. It was God’s way to demonstrate His grace

or mercy

<TR>Man’s redemption is all wrapped up in the idea of

Atonement
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Atonement is the mechanism of reconciliation
Atonement is the result of reconciliation between man who broke

God’s laws and God himself so that spiritual reunion can take

place.

<TR> And atonement is offered by the blood of animals
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When man can exhibit the characteristic of holiness God has a

union and relationship with man that is called spiritual fellowship.

Holiness for man can only take place if the price for sin can be paid

thereby removing sin.

<TR> This relationship is only possible if man can be found in

a state of holiness because this is the only realm of existence

with God…but alas this is the problem of man

<TR> It is even worse
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Life makes atonement.

One thing we must realize is that God is not a God with some sort

of bloodlust. Like the “throw the virgin in the volcano and appease

the gods” kind of God.

(Animal sacrifice is another tremendous evidence of God. Every

culture in the world, all over the world, has practiced sacrifice. I

read that the scholars are puzzled as to how man could have

gotten this universal idea that killing something would bring good

fortune)

<TR> No. God uses blood (or life) to make atonement due to

its representative nature and the seriousness of the crime
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<Sin is bad>
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SO here is a visual of how animal sacrifice worked.
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The biblical concept of faith is even seen in animal sacrifice.

Couldn’t just believe in animal sacrifice. The animal had to be killed

Heb 9:22

Dad didn’t want to do it because it is raining and cold.

Son does it because dad always did it.

<The Bible is replete with examples of faith
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Notice what they all had in common

Suppose it was time for animal sacrifice and you decided it was too cold

and the lambs had to be chased down and you decided that God

knew your heart so you would just skip the yearly sacrifice.

Couldn’t just BELIEVE in animal sacrifice

Likewise, suppose you were killed and your children decided that a

yearly sacrifice was a good tradition to keep up without any

knowledge of why that animal was killed.

Couldn’t just kill the animal. Had to know why it was being

performed.

Believe alone was no good, action alone was no good. Required

both.

Naaman is another great example
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Look at what we’ve learned from OT animal sacrifice.

<TR> Thousands of years go by with millions of innocent

animals being slain representatively. Why?

God was preparing for this moment in time.

This is certainly one of the most climatic moments in history.

John the baptist is baptizing and looks up and sees Jesus

approaching for the first time and he announces Him….
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There it is. The plan of redemption in a nutshell

Why did he call Jesus an animal?

What was he communicating to the Jewish mind by calling Jesus

and animal? Particularly a lamb?

God’s lamb. Did Jesus come to die by accident? Hardly. He was

announced to be God’s lamb which meant he had to be God’s

sacrifice.

[Explain that OT contains much more information – the promises

made to Abraham, the chosen people the Jews, the law and the

covenants – but the reason for all of those was ultimately the

choosing of His people through Christ]
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<TR> Who died?
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So…. Our sins cannot and will not be forgiven unless we have:

Died with Christ

Been united with Him in His death

Have been crucified with Christ

We have died to Sin!

Now, if this is the gospel message that Christ died in my place when he died

for me. These four points become important requirements connected with the

death of Christ.

What would be the question if you heard this gospel message and

believed it? You heard this message, that by dying with Him you by faith

and accepting God’s grace you could have your sins forgiven….what

would be the first question you would ask?

What is the question? Don’t think of the answer, what is the question?

Hint - One word.
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Now if you ask this to people today you get a lot of different

answers. Why? Different gospels. Believe? (James says No) Pray?

Do you suppose that God would put in place the scheme of

redemption and have millions of animals killed over thousands of

years just to prepare the way for His son (the Lamb of God) and

then have Christ go through the anguish, suffering, and cruel death

on the cross – to die in my place – and then leave us in confusion

as to where Christ’s death became mine! Can you believe it.

The confusion doesn’t come from God. It comes from man.

We need a Bible answer, not an answer based on human

reasoning, tradition, or human emotion. We want God to answer

the question and we want to accept His answer.

<TR> Let’s go to the book
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You’ve just been cleaned up. Don’t go out and get dirty again!

Jay Reynolds, old navy man tried to quit smoking.

He tried behavioral conditioning, gum, nicotine patches, you

name it. Nothing worked. One day he goes to the doctor for a checkup. He

lingers outside and has a smoke. Goes in and the doctor found a spot

on his lungs!

He walked out and never touched another cigarette. What happened?

He changed his mind immediately, dramatically. That spot on his lung

changed him.

What does your spirit look like? Has it been washed in the blood of the lamb

and made spotless or is like that lung that is the product of years of smoking?

We can do whatever we set our minds to do.
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Notice: One here must be obedient to that “form of teaching” to

which you were committed.

Eg. I can’t obey a fact – like the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of

Christ, but I can obey a form of that fact….when I participate in the

Death , Burial, and Resurrection of Christ when I am buried with

Christ and arise to walk with Him in newness of life!

Remember, it is not enough to just believe the Gospel, one must

obey it! (2 Thess 2:1-7). This is how one applies to his account in

heaven the blood of Jesus to cover his sins!

Think of baptism as the “Believer’s Wedding Ceremony.” The

important thing in marriage is that you have love and faith in the

person you want to marry. However, you are not married, you do

not become one until you exchange your marriage vows! Similarly,

until you are baptized into Christ, you are not one with Him. Only

now are you able to take on His name!
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Here we have a very important list

Why is baptism on this list?

John’s baptism, Holy Spirit baptism

Many baptisms today- different purposes: infant baptism, baptism

of the heart, Holy Spirit baptism, baptism to show commitment or to

join a church, baptism by proxy

Different subjects: infants, non-believers

Different mediums: sprinkling, pouring, immersion

How could we find out what the one baptism is? Acts finally
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Do you understand the “Big Picture” of the Bible and what the

true gospel is now and how you obey that gospel? (Review chart).

In the OT period through faith in God and the animal

sacrifices looking forward to the coming of Christ, sins were

forgiven sort of “on credit” awaiting the coming of the Messiah.

In the NT, faith in Christ as the perfect sacrifice and the

lamb of God is accredited to your account in heaven when you

respond to the gospel by participating in the death/burial/and

resurrection which is how you “obey the gospel.”

Now, turn and read Eph 1:3. It says “All spiritual

blessings in the heavenly places are found in Christ Jesus.”

What are some of those blessings? Discuss which ones mean the

most to them…. Salvation, Fellowship, Hope of Heaven,

Purpose in Life, Freedom from sin, etc. Then ask again..

Would you like to have those blessings? Where are they found?

They are found in Christ! (See Eph 1:3, Gal 3:27).

Would you allow me to baptize you into Christ now so that you

might die with Him and arise to walk in a new life having Christ’s

blood applied to your account in heaven?

How quickly did they respond to the gospel message in Acts 16: 33

they responded “in the same hour of the night and immediately

he was baptized.” Would you die with Christ now?
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Let’s complete the command of Christ…

This is exactly what we see the apostles carrying out in Acts
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Won’t you accept the promise and gift of God’s son today?

If you believe in Christ and have faith in His blood, and are

willing to repent of your sins and confess His name… then you are

ready to die with Him and have your sins removed, and enter His

kingdom and live a life of faithful loving obedience to Christ as king

and have every confidence that you will spend eternity in heaven.

But if you reject this gift there will be no hope for you… there is no

other basis on which God will forgive sin…nothing but the blood of

Jesus.

Turn and read Eph 1:3. It says “All spiritual blessings in the

heavenly places are found in Christ Jesus.” What are some of

those blessings? Discuss which ones mean the most to them….

Salvation, Fellowship, Hope of Heaven, Purpose in Life, Freedom
